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HONORING ALICE T. MOSINIAK 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the passing from this life of Alice 
T. Mosiniak, the founder of Toledo Seagate 
Food Bank, which over the years has helped 
countless people in need. Alice was Toledo of-
fice director in the 1970s of the National Asso-
ciation for Human Development, which trained 
senior citizens who were jobless and often 
alone. ‘‘I took it for granted that everyone ate,’’ 
Mrs. Mosiniak, who lived in South Toledo, told 
the Toledo Blade in 1993. She asked 50 sen-
iors to bring a lunch to a meeting. ‘‘Only two 
brought a lunch and one of those was a 
mashed potato sandwich, and the other per-
son brought a bean sandwich. And that’s how 
I found out they were all hungry.’’ She 
scrounged and bought food for them. ‘‘Her 
heart was compassion and caring for others,’’ 
said her daughter, Deborah Vas, food bank 
executive director since 1998. ‘‘She just truly 
believed and taught us you need to care about 
your neighbors’’ 

The Toledo Seagate Food Bank began in 
1980 after Alice saw what seniors ate—or 
didn’t eat. Migrant farm workers in Lucas 
County were among the first fed, said Virginia 
Ortega, a member of the Ohio advisory com-
mittee to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. 
‘‘Her life enhanced the quality of life of many 
northwest Ohioans in ways many people I 
don’t think even realize,’’ she said. 

Mrs. Mosiniak enlisted local officials and 
business leaders in the project. ‘‘She’d tell 
them exactly what she needed and wanted 
and say, ‘Either you’re going to help or you’re 
not.’ And who’s not going to help a neighbor 
or friend?’’ Ms. Debbie Vas said. Added Har-
vey Savage, Jr.: ‘‘When she set her mind on 
getting something, she was able to get it. We 
have people who are chronically under-
employed, who are always going to need 
help.’’ Mr. Savage is board president of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Kitchen for the Poor, 
founded by his father, the Rev. Harvey Sav-
age. ‘‘She saw it at a time when we were try-
ing to sweep that under the rug.’’ 

When I first encountered Alice more than 25 
years ago, she was passionately piecing to-
gether the elements of what would become 
the Toledo Seagate Food Bank. Her enthu-
siasm and deep commitment to those who 
had fallen on hard times was unforgettable, 
and infectious. She was indefatigable. Enlist-

ing the most unlikely coalition of supporters— 
from pugnacious property owners to willing do-
nors to amazed farmers to selfless volunteers 
and grassroots supporters, from all walks of 
life—she built a vanguard institution from 
scratch, one that had never existed before. 
Year by year, its reputation earned respect 
and admiration across our region, Ohio, and 
the nation. Millions of meals, and other house-
hold necessities, have been made possible for 
three decades precisely because this incred-
ible, inspired woman reached beyond herself 
to help others, at no cost to them. She sought 
no recognition. So let America acclaim her 
now and express its gratitude and acclaim for 
her noble efforts, truly a citizen of extraor-
dinary proportion. 

She grew up at Detroit Avenue and Vance 
Street in Toledo. She attended Libbey High 
School, the former Harriet Whitney Vocational 
High School, and the former Mary Manse Col-
lege. She and her husband, Alphonse ‘‘Bill’’ 
Mosiniak, formed a company that built houses 
in South Toledo and Perrysburg. They married 
May 25, 1945. He died July 8, 1966. Surviving 
are her daughters, Debbie Vas and Mindy 
Rapp; son, Douglas; brother, Richard Wil-
liams, and six grandchildren. 

It is with the deepest admiration that I pay 
tribute to the exemplary life of this pioneering 
woman. She dedicated her life in service to 
her family, friends, and the poor and hungry of 
our region. May her family be comforted by 
the loving memories they hold and may Alice 
Mosiniak be blessed with a loving peace. 
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IN HONOR OF DELAWARE 
GREENWAY’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to celebrate 
and pay tribute to the 20th anniversary of 
Delaware Greenways. Preserving Delaware’s 
scenic corridors and back country roads, get-
ting children and their families out on the 
greenways, and promoting responsible and 
environmentally sensitive growth are some of 
the tenets of Delaware Greenways. 

Greenways are linear corridors of open 
space that can be used for conservation or 
recreation. They may include stream corridors, 
abandoned railroad rights of way, scenic high-
ways like Route 52 in Wilmington, greenbelts 
around cities or towns and riverfront walks like 
we see today along the Christina River. A 

greenway is capable of providing individuals 
and families an opportunity to experience the 
outdoors in a safe and enjoyable fashion while 
also giving them good exercise and edu-
cational opportunities close to home. 

Programs supported by Delaware Green-
ways, such as No Child Left Inside, help chil-
dren at a very early age understand the impor-
tance of exercise and provide them with a 
hands-on opportunity to learn about nature 
and our community. Trail Days provide fami-
lies with experiences they will cherish for gen-
erations. Many of the projects Delaware 
Greenways either initiated or supported have 
had great success. Examples include: Blue 
Ball Greenway and Barn restoration, East 
Coast Greenways, Rail-to-trail, Northern Dela-
ware Greenway, Junction & Breakwater Trail, 
and the Hockessin and Mill Creek Greenway. 
Each of these projects has helped connect 
communities and provide thousands of fami-
lies with a remarkable opportunity to experi-
ence the outdoors. 

I express my heartfelt thanks to all those 
who have supported Delaware Greenways, 
and to those who have been fortunate enough 
to utilize these facilities. I hope you will con-
tinue to support and use these facilities while 
enjoying the outdoors. 
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ECHO VAUGHN 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 7, 2009 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Echo Vaughn 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Echo 
Vaughn is a senior at Arvada High School and 
received this award because her determination 
and hard work have allowed her to overcome 
adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Echo 
Vaughn is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Echo Vaughn for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments. 
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